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A12 CHELMSFORD TO A120 WIDENING SCHEME 
PLANNING INSPECTORATE REFERENCE TR010060 
 
Wickham Bishops Parish Council objects in the strongest terms to routes 2, 4 and 5 for the 
re-directed gas pipeline, or any route which would cross the Blackwater and destroy trees, 
hedges and wildlife habitats.  
 
The route corridors include the 6-acre northernmost area of Blue Mills which has been 
managed as an undisturbed wildlife haven during the current owner’s 20 year tenure. The 
remainder of the 11-acre site has also been managed in a wildlife friendly manner, with the 
riverside vegetation being left to nature, and extensive planting of new trees and 
hedgerows.   This nature conservation project was Highly Commended in the 2004 Maldon 
District Conservation and Design Awards.  
 
The wildlife haven and its surrounding area contains a number of European protected 
species, such as otters, water voles, bats and also contains the nesting areas of red kites. 
The land contains a number of priority habitats such as reedbed and wet woodland, rivers 
and ponds, and is home to a considerable number of protected and notable species. Wet 
woodland is one of the most dynamic natural habitats in the UK and is almost extinct in 
lowland Britain. Its river and reedbed habitat contain two Essex Wildlife Trust identified otter 
holts in ancient riverside trees.  
 
There are large areas of mature woodland and hundreds of specimen trees throughout the 
Blue Mills property, along Ishams Chase, and in the surrounding areas. These include a 
great number of trees which would be classed as veteran, ancient, historic and/or notable.   
The whole wood now has a Tree Preservation Order as a nature reserve.  
 
We believe that the Blue Mills wildlife haven to be of substantive nature conservation 
interest and that it, along with neighbouring habitats such as Ishams Chase, merits being 
recognized as a Local Wildlife Site. All routes also pass next to Glen Chantry, a 3.5-acre, 
multi-award winning, nationally acclaimed, RHS partner garden, created by the current 
owners over nearly five decades.  
 



 

We do not believe that an informed consideration of the ecological impact was made prior 
to designing the diversion routes as no ecological surveys have been carried out for the 
majority of the affected area. The routes pass close by to, and impact the setting of, the 
Grade II*/Grade II listed buildings of Blue Mills mill and house, Blue Mills bridge and Ishams 
Barn.  
 
Route 2 in addition destroys all the ancient eastern hedgerow and tree line of Blue Mills. 
The corridor of routes 2 and 5 include the frontage of the house and mill. All routes would 
significantly and irretrievably impact the listed settings of these buildings through the loss of 
mature trees and hedgerows. The impact will be permanent. The beauty of the Ishams 
Chase footpath and the view of the wood from the public footpath will be irrevocably 
destroyed for future generations if route 2 is adopted. 
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